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Baptism of the Lord

You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.

St. Mary Parish Bulletin

Mary and Joseph at the Presentation of the child Jesus in the temple.
A reminder of our baptism as infants.

Church of St. Mary
40 Spring Mount Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473-1739

Rectory 610-287-8156
School 610-287-7757
Religious Education (CCD) 610-287-4517
FAX 610-287-4226

Internet Website
St. Mary School Website

www.churchofsaintmary.org
www.smsk-8.org

Masses: Sunday - 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri. 6:30 & 9:00 a.m.
Thursday 6:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Saturday - 9:00 a.m. and 5:15 p.m. (Vigil)

4:30 to 5:10 p.m.
11:30 a.m. to 12 noon

Confessions: Saturday
Sunday

6:30 - 7:45 p.m.  Tuesday, Wednesday
Preschool kindergarten: Sunday 10:30 a.m.

CCD

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is all day, every day in
our chapel.

Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each
month at 1:15 p.m. Pre-baptism classes are required. Godpar-
ents must be practicing Catholics and have a letter of good
standing from their parish. Contact the Parish House.

Marriage Preparation Registered members must contact the
parish house at least six (6) months prior to the wedding date.
A pre-Cana class must be attended.

PARISH PRAYER

Blessed Mary, patroness of our parish, hear all of
these petitions and present them to your Son,
Jesus Christ. Especially help our parish family
respond to the Holy Spirit and the message of the
Gospel as we apply it to the needs of our parish
and to our daily lives. We pray through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

MANHATTAN DECLARATION:
A Call of Christian Conscience

(The following is an excerpt from a letter dated January 5,
2010 from Cardinal Justin Rigali, Archbishop of
Philadelphia.)

—I invite you to
Declaration: A Call of Christian Conscience. This
unprecedented document unites the voices of Catholics
with those of our Christian brothers and sisters in the
Eastern Orthodox and Evangelical Protestant traditions to
give a common witness to three foundational principles of
justice and the common good: (1) the sanctity of human
life in all stages and conditions; (2) the dignity of
marriage as the union of husband and wife; and (3) the
rights of conscience and religious liberty. This united
witness of Christians across the historic lines of ecclesial
difference is urgent at this moment when all three of these
great principles are under severe challenge. More than
300,000 people have already signed and the number is
growing every hour ... |

you would sign and bring the Declaration to the attention
of the faithful of your

The Declaration can be accessed on the Archdiocesan
website at http://archphila.org in the Archdiocese/
Catholic Links category. The Declaration can be signed
online. Additional resources and answers to frequently
asked questions can be found on the website:
www.manhattandeclaration.org.

j oManhattame
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January 10, 2010

SATURDAY |[5:15 p.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers: Harter
January 9 Intention: People of Saint Mary Parish M. Heller, Malloy
Lector: Bill Bushey Music: Youth Choir
Eucharistic Mins: Murdock, Bushey
7:30 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers: McGee,
Intention: Mrs. Mary Makoid—Mr. & Mrs. Ignatius Makoid Menges, Ortino
Lector: Joan Grega Music: Quiet
SUNDAY Eucharistic Mins: Kirby, Chalmers
9:00 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Burns, OFSF Servers: Janis,
January 10 Intention: John J. Cobb—CYO Girls HS Basketball Team Kolodi, Lockbaum
Lector: Joe Cahill Music: Folk
Eucharistic Mins: Bintner, Forsyth
10:30 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Msgr. Foley Servers: Lewis,
Intention: Edgar L. Garvin—Ed & Kathy Wasniewski & Family L. & N. Mazzio
Lector: Joe Ardizzi Music: Acclaim
Eucharistic Mins: Klisch, Leichner
Children’'s Liturgy of the Word: nNi ew
12:00 Noon Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers: Longua,
Intention: Eleanor Gaiardo—Mark & Joanne Janis Luckenbach, Myers
Lector: S.J. McCurdy Music: Organ /Cantor
Eucharistic Mins: Smart, Watt
MONDAY 6:30 a.m. Mass Intention: Father Hennessey (Living) - Pat Gill
January 11 9:00 a.m. Mass Intention: Hubert Graham—Sally Ann Harris
TUESDAY 6:30 a.m. Mass Intention:
9:00 a.m. Mass Intention: Margie Comfort—Terry Leichner
January 12
WEDNESDAY |6:30 am. Mass Intention: Frances Junod—Daughter Jane
January 13 9:00 a.m. Mass Intention: Thomas Gallagher—Gail & Family
THURSDAY 6:30 a.m. Mass Intention:
January 14 7:00 p.m. Mass Intention: ~ Eugene Kelch—Pat McMahon & Colleen & Zoey Ganter
FRIDAY 6:30 a.m. Mass Intention:
January 15 9:00 a.m. Mass Intention:  Sue Sutcliffe—J. Swantek
SATURDAY [|9:00 a.m. Mass. Intention: The Stanton Family
5:15 p.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers: Petery,
January 16 P Intention: People of Saint Mary Parish C. & L. McMahon
Lector: Kim LaGuardia Music: Spirit
Eucharistic Mins: Dewees, Freed
7:30 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers: Pannella,
Intention: John Gambone—Ron & Marge Nosek Paolucci, Perkins
SUNDAY Lector:  Jody Shollenberger Music: Quiet
Eucharistic Mins: Chalmers, Makoid
January 17 9:00 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Msgr. Foley Servers: McHugh,
Intention: Denise Cobb Robinson—CYO Girls HS Team Pohland, Rigby
Lector: Dave Holva Music: Bells
Eucharistic Mins: Kolesky, Walsh
10:30 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Dalin—St. Eleanor Servers:  Klisch,
Intention: Johanna Rosetti—Mr. & Mrs. Greg Wallen & Chelsea Olsinki, Robertson
Lector: Barry Georgetti Music: Acclaim
Eucharistic Mins: McHugh, Bickel
Children’s Liturgy of the Word: swar

12:00 Noon Mass

Celebrant: Father Dailey, OFSF

Intention: Anne Daniel—Catherine & Margaret Murphy
Lector: Erin Leone

Eucharistic Mins: Micsko, Uhl

Servers: Razzi,
A. & G. Leone
Music: Organ /Cantor

START THE NEW YEAR BY SIGNING UP FOR ONE HOUR A WEEK TO VISIT WITH OUR LORD
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IN OUR CHAPEL IN EUCHARISTIC ADORATION.



PRAY FOR THE SICK

(Please notify the Parish House if you would like to have someone
added to the Sick list.)

Mary Allison Brubaker, Art Chandler, Joanne Lare, Mary Ann Lepone,
Matthew Kirby, Rita Kleinknecht, Conor McKenna, Dierda Miller,
Aubrey Minkler, Frank Musacchio, William Nagle, Bob Plunkett,
Freda Walker, Mike Ward, Nancy Wilz

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED

Nancy Haines
Nancy Junod
Rosel l a

Joanne Lare
Carl Shimckus
O6Tool e

ROSE FOR LIFE -
Joseph P. Murray \i

Gododés Pl an f
Tithing and Stewardship

or

December 25, 2009 $ 45,098.00 (to date)

December 25, 2008 $51,517.00
December 27, 2009 $16,198.00
Children $ 46.00
December 28, 2008 $22,425.00
Children $ 33.00
January 3, 2010 $20,634.85
Children $ 36.00
January 4, 2009 $21,618.00
Children $ 80.00

With the new year, we face economic uncertainty. Yet our
people lovingly look at the gifts the Lord has given and feel
confident about His continuing to care for our needs. Thanks so
very much for the generosity and the tithing.

From the pews here & el sewhe
nearly 20 years ago and we totally agree with and encourage our
pari shioners to tithe. At |t

seen so many fruits of our gifts both spiritually and physically.
Truly none of us can ever out give our Lord.

RESPECT LIFE CORNER

March for Lifed Friday, January 22, 2010

St. Philip Neri Parish is sponsoring a bus for the march for
Life in Washington, DC on Friday, January 22, 2010. The
bus will leave from their parking lot at 8§ am (After 7:30 am
Mass) and return that evening after having dinner at Old
Country Buffet. The cost is $28 per person, $20 per student;
and includes bus, dinner and Metro Pass. Join us with
hundreds of thousands from our nation to march in
Washington in support of Life. Call the St. Philip Neri
Parish office at 215 679-9275 to reserve your seat.

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Ever-living God and Father of us all,

You give to your Church the Priesthood of your Son,
Jesus,

And by the power of the Hoy Spirit,

You provide holy priests for a holy people.

We pray for all our priests,

Who announce the Word of God

And celebrate the Sacraments,

For those who are young and those who are old,
For those who serve in difficult and trying
circumstances,

For those who are faithful and those who are faltering,
And for those who have died.

Se entrust all our priests to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,

That they may persevere with fidelity

To you and to your Church.

With Saint John Vinney, patron of priests,

We pray that our priests may never fail to lead us to
you.

. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gi |vi—¢

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING OUR COUNTRY

Tim Fitzgerald Matthew Foley

Jim Gotlewski Jennifer Foley

Yaphet Blair John Walsh

Gerard Pettine Richard Granozio
Frank P. Roth John Weaver

Brian Smith Sharon Hyland Keyser
Michael Hood Geoffrey Grimes
Jonathan Minkler Brett R. Karkheck
David Sinnk William Ian Holdsworth
Michael Boehret Jacob McLendon
Brian Dunn Michael E. Ingram
Joseph Wolf Ian Keyser

Keith E. Mason
Wayne Cherry, Jr.
Michael Regan
Kyra Chamberlain

Kenneth Mason, Jr.
Justin Michael Johnson
Daniel Winton

Luke Robert Allison
Coflin Hamel—Ou r  t i Robert Petgsene x per i e
Ryan Decker Lauren Shaw

Daomis D. Yottoli S € e nharle Jodeph MdlonepIfl  f
Rich Rembisz
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FROM THE PASTOR

—That’s my boy!|l

Every son feels like a million dollars when he hears
his father say that. Even Jesus.

The Church ends the Christmas season with the
celebration of the Baptism of Jesus. A small note —
the world has it wrong. They celebrate Christmas
during advent and during the real Christmas season,
they drop it. Some places now have valentine
decorations! So for the last two weeks we are
invited to reflect on the Birth of Christ and His
childhood.

For thirty years the Savior grew up in the little town
of Nazareth, a carpenter with Joseph and later on
Hi s own. We are not
death, but Jesus was identified by His townsfolk as a
carpenter, so we conclude that Joseph had died.

Imagine the astonishment when Jesus left town,
went to His cousin John the Baptist to be baptized
Himself, and then began to preach. In the next few
weeks we will reflect on these early days of His
work of Salvation. Today we examine His baptism.

Baptism is washing in water. It is a symbol of
God’' s action with
our baptism God
baptism, He received power from the Father and
Holy Spirit to begin His preaching and indeed the
whole program of the salvation of humanity.

With our baptism, original sin is taken away and we
are adopted sons and daughters of God, and
therefore we call God Father. We become then
brothers and sisters of Jesus, and members of His
Body, the Church. The Holy Spirit, the final
member of the Trinity, comes and remains with us
all our lives. The presence of this Person of the

Trinity within us makes us temples, places where we
find God.

Each of these three relationships with God, that is,
with the Father and with the Son and with the Holy
Spirit, 1s an amazing fact of Christian life. If our
relationship with our biological father is excellent,
then we have someone who loves us with total and
unconditional love and provides all we need in our
lives, even the difficult challenges that make us
grow stronger, wiser and more lovable. We can call
Him Abba the equivalent of Daddy because of the

4 —004
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total and personal love He has for us.

We have a Brother, Jesus, who was willing to die for
us. And He did. Much more: He gives us
wonderful teachings to live by. He gives us the
Catholic Church to care for our spiritual needs — and
also for our material needs if we are poor or in need
of help. He comes in each Sacrament, and
particularly in the Eucharist, His own Body and
Blood! He is the One who will judge us when we
die, but He prefers to reward us, not condemn us.
After all, He died to save us, not to send us to hell.
However on a somber note, some people have
chosen to go to hell. It is not good to reflect on the
hatred and rejection of such people, except to
understand that heaven is not an automatic result for
O0S
we

Jesus sacri I ce,

that is, by our thoughts, Words, actlons and
omissions. After all, Jesus died to take away our
sins. This requires us to accept His forgiveness and
to reject our sins. He even gives us the Sacrament
of Reconciliation to give us the assurance that we
are forgiven. All too often we kid ourselves that we
are okay when we continue in sins with no intention
of changing. Not good.

L

fire. Every day God interacts with us. We usually
do not pay attention or even notice. In all honesty
He keeps a very low profile. Most people have a
hard time tuning in to Him. It takes quiet and
peaceful hours of prayer, listening and learning how
to get the Spirit’s mess
God is loving and infinitely powerful, the Creator of
the whole universe, but He is more gentle and
sensitive than we can ever imagine. He will not
overpower us. Many of the people who have
learned to hear and feel His presence actually are
filled with the majesty and glory of the Lord from
time to time. It is beautiful. God is Father and
Savior and Sanctifier. It all began with our baptism.
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PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

"Mal, what is adoration like for you now? These days, 1
just sometimes kneel there in awe. To be there in the
presence of Christ - the same Christ who walked on
water, who stopped the woman's hemorrhage when she
grabbed His cloak, the same Christ who did all those
things in the Gospels. He is right now in front of my
eyes, alone with me here. What an unbelievable
privilege to be in there with Him. It's just mind-
boggling. You could sit there forever because the peace
that radiates from the Lord -- you just know that that's
truly 'my Lord and my God,' as St. Thomas said." (No
Wonder They Call It the Real Presence)

We have a need for scheduled adorers and substitutes.
Please call MaryKay @ 610-754-9003.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS

St. Mary Adult Faith Formation Sessions are presented
to help deepen or expand our understanding of our
Catholic Faith. The following session are scheduled for
the winter of 2010:

Tuesday, January 12, 20100 6:40 pm. Our Journey to
New Life, presenter Sr. Marie Michele Donnelly.

Sunday, January 31, 2010—7:00 pm. Brief walk through

Church History, presenter Julie Noble.

Tuesday, February 9, 2010—6:40 pm. Lord Have Mercy
(video), Scott Hahn.

Sunday, March 14, 20100 7:00 pm. Lenten Scriptures OT
& NT, presenter Sr. Mary Ann Nolan.

Wednesday, March 17, 2010—7:00 pm. Celebrating the
Triduum, presenter Julie Noble.

Adult Faith Formation Sessions are open to all
parishioners and are held in the School Café. Please join
us, no registration is required.

PRO-LIFE HOLY HOUR
Please join us in the Chapel for a Pro-Life Holy Hour on
Sunday, January 17,2010 at 3:00 PM.

ST. MARY®S YOUTH GROUP
St . Mary’'s Youth Group
through 12th. We will meet next on Sunday, January
10th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Bring a friend if you like
and come to find out about upcoming projects and
events. Contact Kathy Blum at (215) 256-9346.

NEIGHBORHOOD VISITS

The Saint Mary Parish Evangelization Committee would
like thank Marlene Davis-Humenick for hosting the
latest neighborhood visit held in December. If you
would like to volunteer as a host family please call Tony
at (610) 716-8253.

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

The next couples experience weekend will be held on
January 29th to the 31st, 2010. For more information,
please call 1 800 456-8330.

5004

CLUSTER CORNER

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
We are in need of diapers sizes 2, 3 4 & 5 diapers, pull-ups,
Carnation Good Start, baby food. Food certificates, cash and
checks are always appreciated. We need canned fruit, peanut
butter, jelly, tuna and cereal as well as cleaning materials, paper
products and toiletries.
St. Mary Society has a several families in need of a car, van
or SUV in good running condition.
Please call Mary Cosgrove at 610-287-6552 for more
information or if you or someone you know are able to help.
The St. Vincent DePaul
parking lot on February 13, 2010 from 9 AM to 2 PM and will
be accepting clothing and small household items.

Soci

i THEQLOGY QFTHE %O%PX PREVIEW,

END OF YEAR TAX RECEIPTS

If you would like a tax receipt for your 2009 church
contributions then please call the Parish House at 610 287
-8156 to request a copy. Please be aware that tax receipts
need to be requested and are not automatically mailed to
all parishioners.

WOMENOGS BI BLE STUDY
The Seven Last Words of Christ

Please join us for an 8we e k  Wo me n
Jesus’ Passion. Two
evenings from 7 to 8:30 beginning on February 1¥ and
Thursday mornings from 10 to 11:30 beginning on
February 4™.  Advance registration is required. Please
call Linda Nichols at (215) 256-4941 for more
information or to register.

THEOLOGY OF THE BODY

This will be an 8-week video series by Christopher West.
Sundays 10:15 to 11:45 A.M. from January 31* to March
21% in the St Mary Education Center, facilitated by Don
& Linda Nichols. Pre-registration is required; nominal
fee for study guide. Please contact Linda Nichols @
(215) 256-4941.

S

Theology of the Body hour preview video by
Christopher West on Sunday Jan 17" 7 to 8:30 P.M. in

St Mary Education Center Café. Questions? Call Linda
Nichols at (215) 256-4941.

SERVICE PROJECT OPPORTUNITY

Looking for an exciting service project? How about a trip
to Mississippi this spring to help with ongoing efforts to
rebuild homes and communities. Many residents are still
living in temporary accommodations 4 1/2 years after the
devastation of hurricane Katrina. Join other local
churches in an organized service trip scheduled for March
13-21, 2010. Attend an informational meeting being held
at St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 81 Main Street,
Pennsburg, PA 18073, 215.679.9015. The meeting will be
held on January 24, 2010 at 7 pm.
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January 10, 2010

ST. MARY SCHOOL NEWS

BUSINESS LEADERSHIP ORGANIZATION
BLOCS is a foundation that was established in 1980 by
a group of visionary business leaders who recognized
the critical need to support Catholic schools in our
region. It serves as a fundraising representative for
Catholic Education to the surrounding five county
business community. BLOCS works to gain support for
the Archdiocesan Elementary, Secondary and Special
Education schools, as well as many of the Private
Catholic Schools serving approximately 90,000 children
in our region. Catholic schools provide a value-based,
quality education which teaches the life skills necessary
to thrive in both their professional and personal lives.
They help to ensure a competent and skilled workforce
for the local business community for the future and
gives area families the opportunity to send their children
to receive this quality education.

If you would like more information about BLOCS,
visit www.blocs.org. online. Application forms are
there as well and there is a deadline for filing the
application. With your help BLOCS will continue to
serve as an important connection between Catholic
schools and the corporate and foundation communities
who wish to support Catholic education. Please
consider BLOCS, it is a good thing for both businesses
and schools. Funds can directly help families in our
parish by designating them to St. Mary School.

CCD NEWS
CHRISTMAS

Our CCD students celebrated the season of Christmas
this past week with presentation depicting the Christmas
story. The stories of the birth and the early life of Jesus
are presented in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew.
Each Gospel tells of different events surrounding the
birth of Jesus. All students gathered in the school café
to watch the beautiful
Let us all remember the real reason for the season,

Christ became man to die on the cross for every one of

us.
CONFIRMATION

Our 6" grade Baptism posters have been hung

throughout the Church. Please take a minute to see the

beautiful work the students did to remember their

Baptism into our Catholic faith. Great job everyone!

ST. PIUS X HIGH SCHOOL
DRAMA DEPARTMENT
St. Pius X High School in Pottstown proudly presents:

—Who Poisoned His
January 22, 2010 at 6:30 pm Dinner Theater
January 23, 2010 at 6:30 pm Dinner Theater

Sunday January 24, 2010, at 1:00 pm
For more information call (610) 326-8990 ext 37 or
email info@stpiusxhs.org.
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TUITION ANGELSd Consi der hel ping
School student by becoming a Tuition Angel or
contributing to our Scholarship Fund.. For more
information call the Parish House 610 287-8156.

APEX LEARNINGO SAT REVIEW AT ST. PIUS X
SAT review classes will be held on Mondays and
Wednesdays beginning January 20, 2010 at St. Pius X HS
from 4:00 to 5:30 PM or 6:30 to 8:00 PM. Classes end
March 10th and the SAT test is Saturday, March 13th.
Call 610 326-8990 ext. 37 for more info and to register.

ST. MARY MEMORIAL WALKWAY

We hope you are enjoying the contemplative nature of the
new Memorial Walkway which is located on the island
between the school and the parish house (surrounding the
American flagpole.) Thank you to our parishioners and
friends, the project is not only beautiful, but raised a total
profit of $11,049.00 which will be given to St. Mary
Parish for its needed expenses. Additionally, a perpetual
maintenance fund has been established which will provide
for bi-annual safety inspections onsite. Parishioner/
landscaper Gary Schneider (gjslandscapes@verizon.net)
will continue to install additional pavers as they are
purchased. Anyone wishing to buy a paver may do so by
contacting Tom or Jane Perkins, 610-842-7394 or 610-
636-7377. You may also obtain a form at the parish house
or online from the school website www.smsk-8.org.
Thank you for your support.

ATTENTION ST. PIUS X ALUMNI

All Alumni men basketball players are invited back for
the boys basketball game Saturday, January 16, 2010.
Pregame intro begins at 3:00 pm, reception after game.
All Alumni women basketball players are invited back for
the girls basketball game Saturday, January 30, 2010.
Pregame intro begins at 1:00 pm, reception after the
game.

Please RSVP to: development@stpiusxhs.org
our Savior’s birth

i SNIGHTS
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IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

Knights of Columbu$ Perkiomen Valley Council 3633.
Our parish rep is Matthew McCloskey 610 43207.
www.kofc3633.org

The Knights of Columbus—Perkiomen Valley Council
3633 would like to thank St. Mary Parish for hosting their
semi-annual blood drive here on December 28th

and especially thank all who participated and contributed

Me at b a |tq its puccessn 77 prdective mnts wasevggllested whicht e s

was a fine result. Our next drive will be in June.



