January 24, 2010
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

You are Christ’s body and individually parts of it.

St. Mary Parish Bulletin

Church of St. Mary
40 Spring Mount Road
Schwenksville, PA 19473-1739

Rectory 610-287-8156
School 610-287-7757
Religious Education (CCD) 610-287-4517
FAX 610-287-4226

Internet Website
St. Mary School Website

www.churchofsaintmary.org
www.smsk-8.org

Masses: Sunday - 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 a.m., 12:00 Noon
Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri. 6:30 & 9:00 a.m.
Thursday 6:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
Saturday - 9:00 a.m. and 5:15 p.m. (Vigil)

4:30 to 5:10 p.m.
11:30 a.m. to 12 noon

Confessions: Saturday
Sunday

6:30 - 7:45 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday
Preschool kindergarten: Sunday 10:30 a.m.

CCD

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is all day, every day in
our chapel.

Baptisms are celebrated on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each
month at 1:15 p.m. Pre-baptism classes are required. Godpar-
ents must be practicing Catholics and have a letter of good
standing from their parish. Contact the Parish House.

Marriage Preparation Registered members must contact the
parish house at least six (6) months prior to the wedding date.
? pre-Cana class must be attended.

PARISH PRAYER

Blessed Mary, patroness of our parish, hear all of
these petitions and present them to your Son,
Jesus Christ. Especially help our parish family
respond to the Holy Spirit and the message of the
Gospel as we apply it to the needs of our parish
and to our daily lives. We pray through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES HELP HAITI

Today a second collection will be taken in
response to the of the 7.0 magnitude
earthquake that wracked the Haitian capital
of Port-au-Prince on January 12th.  The
funds collected today will be forwarded to
Catholic Relief Services and will help them
to continue to respond in the aftermath of this
massive earthquake. Catholic Relief Services
is responding to the growing need for food,
water, shelter and health supplies. Haiti is
our poorest neighbor and was still recovering
from deadly 2008 hurricanes when the quake
struck. The people of Haiti desperately need
our help.

If you would like to make a donation, checks
should be made payable to Catholic Relief
Services.

Thank you for your kindness, generosity and
prayers.

ST. MARY PARISH

Rev. Charles J. McElroy, Pastor
Rev. Thomas J. Furey, Parochial Vicar
Mr. Kevin Conwell, Principal of St. Mary School
Mrs. Theresa Leichner, Coordinator of Religious Education
Mrs. Kathleen Wasniewski, Coordinator of CCD
Sr. Marie Rose Gibson, RSM, Parish Outreach
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SATURDAY |[5:15 p.m. Mass Celebrant: Father McElroy Servers: Schmitt
January 23 Intention: People of Saint Mary Parish Schulingkamp, Smith
Lector: Tony Rhuberg Music: Organ /Cantor
Eucharistic Mins: Matthews, Gdonski
7:30 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers: Roth,
Intention: Michael Delleo, Sr.d Jim & Linda Allen Seiler, Steinmetz
Lector: Hank Fox Music: Quiet
SUNDAY Eucharistic Mins: Shofran, Coneghan
9:00 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Leonard, OSFS Servers: Rodzewich,
January 24 Intention: Louis A. Stifnelld Joseph Burke S. Robinson, Samsel
Lector: Pete Conte Music: Folk
Eucharistic Mins: Cahill, Nichols
10:30 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers:  Snyder,
Intention: Mary Ellen Griffind The Stiles Family Stenger, Bakey
Lector: Dave Kolesky Music: Organ /Cantor
Eucharistic Mins: Kling, Mudalel
Childrends Liturgy of the Word:
12:00 Noon Mass Celebrant: Father McElroy Servers: Bethel,
Intention: Eleanor Gaiardid The Shollenberger Family E. & R. Truckley
Lector:  Erin Leone Music: Organ /Cantor
Eucharistic Mins: Frias, Glackin
MONDAY 6:30 a.m. Mass Intention: Charles & Ann Kunz & Family
January 25 9:00 a.m. Mass Intention: Nancy Hainesd Pat McMahon
TUESDAY 6:30 a.m. Mass Intention: Danny & Marie Hilferty & Family
9:00 a.m. Mass Intention: Doris R. Mooneyd Her Loving Husband and Family
January 26
WEDNESDAY |6:30 am. Mass Intention: Walter & Helen Erb / Bintner & Family
January 27 9:00 a.m. Mass Intention: Nancy Hainesd Paul & Charlotte Roy
THURSDAY 6:30 a.m. Mass Intention:  Joseph & Kathleen Bintner & Family
January 28 7:00 p.m. Mass Intention:  Joseph Bluhm, ITI& The Religious Education Staff
FRIDAY 6:30 a.m. Mass Intention: ~ Matthew Kirby & Familyd The Bintners
January 29 9:00 a.m. Mass I ntenti on: 0 Gabriel F&ndys e O6 Tool e
SATURDAY [9:00 a.m. Mass. Intention: James McCurry® Don & Linda Nichols
5:15 p.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers: Welch,
January 30 P Intention: People of Saint Mary Parish E. & E. Stierle
Lector: S. J. McCurdy Music: Organ /Cantor
Eucharistic Mins: Moyer, Terpeluk
7:30 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father McElroy Servers: Caiola,
Intention: Francis Silvestrod Ron & Marge Nosek Famularo, Foley
SUNDAY Lector:  Tony Rhuberg Music: Quiet
Eucharistic Mins: McCloskey, Bette
January 31 9:00 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Furey Servers: Chandler,
Intention: Joy Giannini® The Mudalel Family M. & Q. Verbeke
Lector: Barry Georgetti Music: Spirit
Eucharistic Mins: Dyson, Stiles
10:30 a.m. Mass Celebrant: Father Plaushin, OSFS Servers:  Bonjo,

12:00 Noon Mass

6:00 p.m. Youth
Mass

Intention: Rick Shoemakerd The Stiles Family

Lector: Jack Carney

Eucharistic Mins: Mc Carr on, ()¢}
Chil drends Liturgy of the Word:
Celebrant: Father McElroy

I ntention: O MS&Mr Uldafdtd Connor

Lector: Margaret Murphy

Eucharistic Mins: Schnaubelt, Hamel
Celebrant: Father Furey
Intention: Youth of St. Mary Parish

Camilleri, Carney
Music: Organ /Cantor

Servers: A. Dougherty,
Finley, M. Dougherty
Musi c: Chi

Music: Youth Choir

SPEND ONE HOUR A WEEK WITH OUR LORD IN OUR CHAPEL IN EUCHARISTIC ADORATION..
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PRAY FOR THE SICK

(Please notify the Parish House if you would like to have someone
added to the Sick list.)

Sandy Brennan, Mary Allison Brubaker, Art Chandler, Josefina Cordova,
Charles Fries, Christopher Jimenez, Matthew Kirby, Rita Kleinknecht,
Mary Ann Lepone, Virginia Loeza, Selene Larios, Conor McKenna,
Dierda Miller, Aubrey Minkler, Kevin Murray, Frank Musacchio,
William Nagle, Scott Rafter, William Russo, Freda Walker, Mike Ward,
Mark WellsNancy Wilz, Blaine Zandier

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Karen Smith

ROSE FOR LIFE

&
Margaret Carr ‘
Godds Pl an for Gi
Tithing and Stewardship
January 17, 2010 $17,153.00
Children $ 67.00
January 18, 2009 $ 18,690.00
Children $ 97.00
We are grateful for all the sacrifices of our people. These are

trying economic times and many are struggling. So thank you
deeply for the love and generosity you give to the Lord and His
Work.

From the pews here & el sewh
tithing is that no one knows. No one will ever know if you
decide to tithe or not. It is something between you and God and
t hat is the way God wants
sees all that i done in

S s e

US CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS

Congress continues to debate health care reform. Last
weekend you received a special flier/bulletin insert
from the Uu. S. Bi shops
please contact your congressional representatives
immediately asking them to oppose abortion funding
and improve conscience protection, affordability for
the poor and vulnerable, and access to health care for
immigrants. The insert included a web address that
allows you to send an email message to Congress with
a click of a button. Additional copies of the insert can
be found in the main vestibule. The bishops have
asked for our swift action and our prayers. Thank you
for your help.

J7

RESPECT LIFE CORNER

Rachel 6s 0 Nextmeaeyt aate ds March 12 to 14th
at the Spirituality Center in Frazer, PA. Call 215 906-6337
or 610 399-0890. All contacts are confidential.

irQr

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Ever-living God and Father of us all,

You give to your Church the Priesthood of your
Son,

Jesus,

And by the power of the Hoy Spirit,

You provide holy priests for a holy people.

We pray for all our priests,

Who announce the Word of God

And celebrate the Sacraments,

ose who are young and those who are old,
For those who serve in difficult and trying
circumstances,

For those who are faithful and those who are
faltering,

And for those who have died.

Se entrust all our priests to the Sacred Heart of
Jesus and to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
That they may persevere with fidelity

To you and to your Church.

With Saint John Vinney, patron of priests,

We pray that our priests may never fail to lead us

e|lodoU. f one nicest thlings

We ask this through Chrlst our Lord. Amen.

t . As Jesus said, AiYour Fat h

© [pRAY FoR rHoSE SERVING OuR cduRiThy °

Tim Fitzgerald Matthew Foley

Jim Gotlewski Jennifer Foley

Yaphet Blair John Walsh

Gerard Pettine Richard Granozio

Frank P. Roth John Weaver

Brian Smith Sharon Hyland Keyser

Michael Hood Geoffrey Grimes

Jon; thanM kler Brett R. Kar]

é lin €r € n C Willjanflaf l!isvﬂ)rﬁl ypu

Mlchael Boehret Jacob McLendon

Brian Dunn Michael E. Ingram

Joseph Wolf Ian Keyser

Keith E. Mason
Wayne Cherry, Jr.

Kenneth Mason, Jr.
Justin Michael Johnson

Daniel Winton Michael Regan

Luke Robert Allison Kyra Chamberlain

Collin Hamel Robert Petersen

Ryan Decker Lauren Shaw

Dominic D. Zottoli Charles Joseph Moloney III
Rich Rembisz
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FROM THE PASTOR

Ordinary time has begun. That is we are between the
two major themes of the Church year, the Christmas and
Easter cycles.

Ordinary time is colored green, for growth. The Catholic
Church has always been green. The idea is that the
ordinary life of a person must include growing I growing
wiser, stronger and holier.

This sounds good, and the challenges of life push us in
that direction. At least they have the potential to
stimulate improvements. For example, parents and
teachers will realize that giving tough assignments to
children will make them stronger and wiser from the
experiences, even if they fail. If they do fail, they can
learn what to change in the future, what practices to
improve, what ideas to study. It is a solid principle to
say that we can learn from the mistakes of the past, not to
repeat them.

Our first reading came from the end of the Captivity.
Goddés people wanted a Kk
the two books of Samuel we read of Saul, David and
Solomon, with King David as the greatest. David was
wise, a good military leader, and even holy, though the
sins he committed were notorious. After these three,
however, the kings, and the priests and people as well,
more and more did evil in the sight of God. Idolatry and
sex were rampant. The kingdom split into two kingdoms
and grew weaker until in the 8" century BC the northern
kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians and in the 6™,
the Babylonians conquered the southern kingdom of
Judah. The northern kingdom was wiped out,
obliterated. The southern was largely carried off to
Babylon, and enslaved.

Think of living in an occupied country. Pope John Paul
IT lived in Nazi dominated Poland until the end of World
War II and only a few months after the end of the war,
Poland was overcome by the USSR. He knew how
difficult it was to live in a country were the people were
not free. Personally I saw the difference in Hungary.
The first time I visited that beautiful country, it was
dominated by the USSR. Then years later I saw the
freedom of the Hungarians and they were happier and
enjoyed their freedom.

Our first reading described the end of the Babylonian
domination of the Holy Land. What happened was that
the Persians conquered Babylon. Cyrus and Darius were
the rulers of Persia at first, and they were very kind to the
Jewish people. They allowed them to return after 70
years of captivity to their homeland and to rebuild the
temple. Under the leadership of two great men, Ezra and
Nehemiah, they found their faith in God T the Torah.

47004

They celebrated their new freedom T though it was
limited, since the Persians ruled the country. They
received Godds Scriptures |
the first reading. As t he
embraced God unlike their ancestors. It was a good time.

People are sinners, however, and in any age, our sins will
cause conflict and stress. Our second reading reminds us
that we are linked to one another as parts of a body, the
Body of Christ, to be specific. Each part is different, yet
all are needed and when our body parts work in harmony,
we grow, we thrive. If we allow stress or bad body care
in our lives, we suffer. Stress can lead to congenital
weakness and breakdown. My family has a history of
heart problems. Others to cancer or diabetes or some
other weakness and disease. @ This leads to the
comparison to our social relationships, including family,
neighborhood, parish or work place, or even our country.

This leads to the great realization that the Lord knows us,
yet loves us. He sees the breakdown of relationships, the
fighting, backbiting, lying and stealing. And more.

i nHgweverdis woudl ie thetGbsgelnoday reaBweqid thatn i n g

He came to help us. He helps us to change. We first

need to recognize the reality that we do sin, we really are

evil at times, or at least morally weak. He said (in His

own hometown, Nazareth): The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad
tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to
the Lord.

This is His way of telling us that He is the fulfillment of
the prophecy about the Anointed, the Messiah. He also
summarizes the total work He plans to do, that is address
the weaknesses and the sins of the people, in order to
make our | ives better. I n
initial statement of His work. Two thousand years later
we are here and ready to go to Him for help. We are,

arenot we ?
F/z,?/mb&,a/



PERPETUAL
ADORATION

St Alphonsus tells of a Spanish Poor Clare
who loved to make long visits to the Blessed
Sacrament. The other nuns asked what she
did during those long silent hours. 'l could
kneel there forever,' she answered. 'And why
not? God is there. You wonder what I do in
the Presence of God. I marvel. I love. I thank. I
beg." (Msgr Davis - An Audience with Jesus)

EUCHARISTIC

K

CLUSTER CORNER

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
We are in need of diapers sizes 2, 3 4 & 5 diapers, pull-ups,
Carnation Good Start, baby food. Food certificates, cash and
checks are always appreciated. We need canned fruit, peanut
butter, jelly, tuna and cereal as well as cleaning materials, paper
products and toiletries.
St. Mary Society has a several families in need of a car, van
or SUV in good running condition.
Please call Mary Cosgrove at 610-287-6552 for more
information or if you or someone you know are able to help.

) The St. Vincent DePaul Socli ety

We have a need for scheduled adorers and substitutes. parking lot on February 13, 2010 from 9 AM to 2 PM and will
Please call MaryKay @ 610-754-9003. be accepting clothing and small household items. A collection

will also be at St. Eleanor, Collegeville on February 20, 2010
ADULT FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS from 9 AM to 2 PM.
St. Mary Adult Faith Formation Sessions are presented
to help deepen or expand our understanding of our ANGEL TREE THANK YOU o
Catholic Faith. The following session are scheduled for ~ 1hank you to all for your kindness and generosity in
the winter of 2010: fulfilling our Angel Tree requests. And thank you to all
Sunday, January 31, 20108 7:00 pm. Brief walk through our volunteers for delivering the many packages. Sharing
Church History, presenter Julie Noble. our time and treasures with those less fortunate is part of
Tuesday, February 9, 20100 6:40 pm. Lord Have Mercy the true meaning of Christmas.
(video) , Scott Hahn.
Sunday, March 14, 20100 7:00 pm. Lenten Scriptures OT TOYS FOR TOTS . .
& NT, presenter Sr. Mary Ann Nolan. Our many thanks too for your kindness and generosity
Wednesday, March 17, 20108 7:00 pm. Celebrating the and for all of the wonderful packages for Toys for Tots.
Triduum, presenter Juh.e Noble. . WOMEN®S BIBLE STUDY
Adl‘llt. Faith Formatlon. Sessions are open to a}l The Seven Last Words of Christ
parishioners and are held in the School Café. Please join  pjoqe joinus foran 8we ek Womends Bi bl
us, no registration is required. Jesuséo Passion. Two sessio
ST. MARY®S YOUTH GROUP evenings from 7 to 8:30 beginning on February 1* and
There will be a Youth-Oriented Mass on Sunday,  Thursday mornings from 10 to 11:30 beginning on
January 31st at 6:00 pm datbruagytd” Miyancy ®gstrat©misirequited, Pleask |t
pre-teens, parishioners young and older are invited to  call Linda Nichols at (215) 256-4941 for more
experience the depth of inf@matdod s tordgisterre t hrough | ively
music, the Word, the community and the Eucharist. Fr. THEOLOGY OF THE BODY
Fgrey will be. our celebrant. Our youth group members 8-week Video Series by Christopher West
WI.H be serving as lectors, altar servers, ushers and Sundays 10:15 to 11:45 A-M. Jan 31* to Mar 21
bringing up the gifts. St Mary Education Center Facilitated by Don & Linda
ST. MARY®S YOUTH GROUP Nichols. Nominal fee for study guide. Babysitting will
St . Maryos Youth Group i be afaimhle! t BreeRegsttpieon & requined. gGorfadt e s
through 12th. Our next meeting is Sunday, January 24  Linda Nichols at (215) 256-4941 by Wednesday, January
from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in Qt'ifintveatedy 6s Gym. Bring a fri
if you like and come to find out abqut upgoming FEBRUARY HOSPITALITY SUNDAY
projects and events. As of February we will again meet o ¢ Hospitalitv Sunday will be on February 7th after
on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. Contact hur7r'1§>(; 9.00p d ?0.30 yM Pl ary .
Kathy Blum at (215) 256-9346. the 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30 am Masses. Please jomn us for a

delicious breakfast and socializing with your parish
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER family and friends. We ar
The next couples weekend will be April 238 25, 2010. sponsor , Ortinobds and the

For more information please call 1 800 456-8330.

ALTAR SERVERS PRACTICE

Any boy or girl in the 5th grade who wishes to be an
Altar Server is asked to come to practice in the Church
on January 30th or February 6th at 11 am.

51004

will be serving. Thank you both for your generosity. In
addition, the Youth Group will be selling 50/50 raftle
tickets during the breakfast to help raise money for their
groupbs programs and
for $10.

events
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ST. MARY SCHOOL NEWS
Kindergarten Registration for the 2020 i 2011 school
year will open on Monday, February 1, 2010. We will
have two registration sessions on February 1% in the
school library from 9:00 till 11:30 am and 1:00 pm till
3:00 pm. Our school offers both half-day and full day
Kindergarten classes as well as before and after school
CARES(Children Are Receiving Extended Services).
Children need to be 5 years old by September 30, 2009
to enter St. Mashpdyear.f or
Items needed for registration:

1. Birth Certificate

2. Baptismal Certificate

3. Immunization record

4. Parish ID number (found on Sunday
envelope)
Social Security Number

6. A non-refundable $75 registration fee
Our school welcomes Catholic and non-Catholic
children. For additional information or a tour of our
school, please call 610-287-7757 extension 1 or send an
email to epastorius@smsk-8.org.

ST. MARY SCIENCE FAIR

St . Maryds School
Thursday, January 28th. The Science Fair exhibits will
be on display in the Parish Hall that evening and all
parishioners are welcome to come and view their
displays.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

The opening for Catholic Schools Week will be
celebrated on Sunday, January 31st beginning with the
12 Noon
Catholic Education Center. All are invited.

CCD NEWS

Our Confirmation students had an opportunity to
experience a Corporal Work of Mercy by giving to
others in the service of Our Lord. During the past few
weeks they were asked to donate new and/or lightly
used blankets. These blankets will be distributed by the
AiOperation Got cha Cove
thousands of homeless citizens in our communities.
Members of Operation Gotcha Covered are on a mission
to collect 5,000 blankets during the 2010 winter season.
Over the course of their campaign, they will gather,
launder and package the donated blankets for
distribution to shelters and those living on the streets.
Their support of this venture will help to ensure warmth
for those who know no shelter.

hd

A KNIGHTS
&P OF coLumBUS

IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

Knights of Columbus® Perkiomen Valley Council 3633.
Our parish rep is Matthew McCloskey 610 454-1207.
www.kofc3633.0org
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Annual

Mass foll owed by

ST. MARY MEMORIAL WALKWAY

Anyone wishing to buy a paver may do so by contacting
Tom or Jane Perkins, 610-842-7394 or 610-636-7377.
You may also obtain a form at the parish house or online
from the school website www.smsk-8.org. Thank you for
your support.

SCRIP NEWS
Due to circumstances beyond our control, Wawa $25.00

t cdrds wil2 b@ dutQof stock this weekend. A limited number

of $100.00 cards are available while supplies last. We
apologize for the inconvenience, but Wawa was out of
stock at the supplier this week. On a positive note, we are
pl eased to announce
added to our in stock inventory

SCRIP CREDIT CHECKS NOW AVAILABLE

If you allocated your scrip credit for tuition at a school
OTHER THAN St Mar yos
ready and available in the scrip room.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY
Looking for an exciting service project? How about a trip
to Mississippi this spring to help with ongoing efforts to

retgiigd jhaangs @nd corpngunities. Mgy [repidents are stlle | d

living in temporary accommodations 4 1/2 years after the
devastation of hurricane Katrina. Join other local
churches in an organized service trip scheduled for March
13-21, 2010. Attend an informational meeting being held
at St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 81 Main Street,
Pennsburg, PA 18073 on January 24, 2010 at 7:00 pm.
For more information, please call Elaine Keller at (215)
262-5366_ or email her at elaineakeller@comcast.net.
an Open House at t .

2009 TAX RECEIPT

If you would like a tax receipt for your 2009 church
contributions then please call the Parish House at (610)
287-8156 to request a copy.

TEEN CONVOCATION
Looking for a place
Join us_ for the Archdigcesan Teen Convocation on

reg day,nMarc% r7,926‘161 frofn & £:30 8l to 5?3(Ppm Ly he

archbishop Carroll High School. Teens from throughout
the Archdiocese will gather for fun, good music, food and
faith. Sunday Mass will be celebrated with Bishop
Timothy Senior. Contact the Parish House at 610 287-
8156 for more information or visit on the web:
http://archphila.org/catechetical/index/html.

ST. PIUS X HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA
fiwWwho Poi soned His
Saturday, January 23rd at 6:30 PM
Sunday, January 24th at 1:00 PM
Tickets sold at the door. Adult $10.00 and Student $8.00.
All seating is general admission and includes dinner.

t hat

School

Mar yds

wher e

Meat bal

Ma



