
Meet the Saint Mary Pastoral Council Nominees 
My name is Jim Allen. I am 
a retired army officer. After 
twenty years of military 
service I taught college for 
nineteen years. My wife, 
Linda, and I have lived in 
Schwenksville for the past 

nine years. We are the parents of two 
adults who each have a family with one 
child. Six years ago I began participating 
in Adoration at Saint Mary even though I 
was not a Catholic. The Adoration       
experience convinced me to attend the 
classes for Catholic formation the next 
year. I joined Saint Mary Catholic Church 
the following Easter. I now feel that I 
should be doing more for Saint Mary and 
wish to become a member of the Pastoral 
Council. 

Jim Allen 

My name is Victoria Bluhm. 
I have been a member of St. 
Mary's Parish for eleven 
years. I am one of four chil-
dren and daughter to two 
great parents. I am active in 
the Spirit Choir and have also 
served in the Legion of Mary 
and participate in the bi-

annual blood drive every June and Decem-
ber. I grew up in Westminster Maryland 
and was a member of St. John's Parish 
where I was active in youth groups, includ-
ing Lifeteen. I love St. Mary's. It has been 
a true home for my family and myself, 
particularly in our hardest trials, our parish 
family has always been there. I would love 
a chance to further serve my parish family 
on our Pastoral Council. 

Victoria
Bluhm 

Hello, my name is Dawn Brown, I 
have been a member of St. Mary 
parish for five years. I am a    
widow, I have one daughter who 
is married and lives in Texas, and 
one precious grandson, who is the 
love of my life. My education is 
in nursing and Speech and    
Communication.  I am one of the 

leaders of our prayer group, and am the 
recording secretary for St. Mary School 
Advisory Board.  I have always been    
happy to volunteer, I served as a nurse at 
the Free Clinic, and as president of the 
hospital auxiliary, and a board member in 
DuBois, PA. Our community at St. Mary's 
is such a blessing to me. I would be happy 
to serve this wonderful community as a 
member of St. Mary Pastoral Council.

Dawn 
Brown 

My name is Peter "Kip" 
Falconero. I was born and 
raised in Conshohocken, 
attending SS Cosmas and 
Damian Church and school. 
I've been married to my 
wife Ali for 39 years. We 
have attended St. Mary for 
3 years and are thrilled to be 
here. The devotion and 

warmth of everyone has been such a    
blessing. I am a lector, and a catechist on 
the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) team. I am interested in adult faith 
formation as I believe it is important not 
only for new Catholics, but also life long 
Catholics, to know their faith, to grow 
closer to God and share it with others. It is 
an honor to be nominated and considered 
for the Pastoral Council. 

Kip 
Falconero 

My name is Andrea Gdonski. 
I'm a single, hard working 
woman and have been a      
parishioner of St. Mary with 
my family since 1988. Ever 
since our first time walking in, 
we always felt like we were 
"HOME" and still feel that way 
to this day. I have been part of 

Eucharistic Adoration since the beginning 
and  I pray my own rosary every day. I 
participate in many 5ks, 10ks, and have 
even done 11 half-marathons. I am       
determined and disciplined and willing to 
help on the council to provide new and 
exciting ideas to bring to the church,   
maybe even a 5k!  I saw this quote and 
found it very fitting: "When I stand before 
God at the end of my life, I would hope 
that I would not have a single bit of talent 
left, and could say, 'I used everything you 
gave me'. 

Andrea
Gdonski 

My name is Jeff Goudsward. I 
have been married to my wife 
Mary for 22 years and have 
eight (yes eight!) wonderful 
children. I have been a    
member of St. Mary Parish 
for 15 years. Although raised 
Protestant, I converted to the 
Faith in 1998 and my spiritual 
life has blossomed since then. 

I have become involved in a number of   
organizations, including the Christian Family 
Movement (CFM), the Knights of Columbus 
and Perpetual Adoration (a personal        
favorite!). I have assisted my wife Mary with 
teaching Children’s Liturgy of the Word at 
the10:30 Mass on Sundays as well as 3rd 
Grade PREP.  I previously served as a   
member of the Pastoral Council, an          
experience that truly helped me grow in my 
understanding of the Faith while working to 
make the Parish better and stronger. I would 
love to have this opportunity again.  Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Jeff
Goudsward 

My name is Mary Goudsward 
and if you attend the 10:30
Mass, I am a familiar face to 
you, as I am the one leading 
the Children's Liturgy of the 
Word every weekend! My 
husband and I have been very 
active members of St. Mary 
Parish for 15 years. We have 

been married for 22 years and have 8       
children, ranging in age from 19 to 5. I was 
born, raised and educated in Central PA, and 
have always been active in parish life. I have 
been a scheduled adorer for 14 years. This 
coming year marks my 10th year teaching 
3rd grade in our PREP program. My family 
and I are also members of the Christian  
Family Movement (CFM). I would love an 
opportunity to become even more active in 
our Parish by becoming a member of the 
Pastoral Council, and I appreciate your    
consideration for the position 

Mary 
Goudsward 

I am blessed and honored to be 
nominated to St. Mary Pastoral 
Council. My name is Ghada 
Haddad. I am currently      
employed by Merck & Co. as 
their Global Quality Risk  
Management Director. I have a 
degree in Chemistry and an 
MBA. My family and I moved 
to Schwenksville in 2013 from 

Portland, OR where I served as an           
Extraordinary Minister at Saint Juan Diego 
Church. My husband Jamil and I have two 
daughters, Christina 20, and Isabella 11. I am 
motivated by a desire to help the church 
grow and to help others grow in their faith. I 
believe if chosen to be a Pastoral Council 
Member, I will be a discerner with the ability 
to make decisions guided by a firm faith 
filled hand open to the Holy Spirit, a true 
parish representative in the way I will listen 
to fellow parishioners and present ideas to 
mold the future of the parish. 

Ghada 
Haddad 

My name is Mike Mazzio.  
My wife Karen and I have 
been parishioners of St. 
Mary Parish since 1995. 
We have four children, all 
of whom have attended 

St. Mary School and will graduate from PJP 
II High School. I am originally from South 
Philadelphia and graduated from St Thomas 
Aquinas grade school and Bishop Neumann 
High School. We have been blessed to be 
part of this community for many years and 
have enjoyed watching our children grow 
alongside of their many friends and        
classmates.  We have also come to know 
many great families through our involvement 
in the parish and continue to learn from all of 
them. I recognize how very fortunate we are 
and appreciate the experiences we have had 
by being part of such a strong community at 
St. Mary’s. I would hope to build on these 
experiences by being part of the Pastoral 
Council and continue the legacy of this great 
community of faith. 

Mike Mazzio 

Elec ons Next Weekend ~ June 4th & 5th 


